NEVERN SQUARE GARDEN LIMITED
NEVERN SQUARE GARDEN COMMITTEE
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2009
NEVERN SQUARE GARDEN AGM
Dear Garden Member,

Once again it is time for the Annual General Meetings of the Garden and its Committee and your invitation is enclosed. Please do join us at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 1 December 2009 in the Basement Meeting Room of Inkerman House, 16 Nevern Road.  As a Garden Levy Payer, Debenture Holding ‘A’ Member of the company or Garden Subscriber you have the right to attend and vote at the Annual General Meeting.  
Do try to come!  However, if you are unable to attend, you can appoint a proxy to vote for you, using the form of proxy appended to this letter
· Welcome to new residents
If you have moved into Nevern Square only recently, we welcome you and, if you live in one of the “levy-paying” buildings immediately overlooking the Garden, you may apply for a Garden key.  Instructions on how to do this are given on the Notice Boards by each of the gates – which also show the qualifying addresses - and on our website www.nevernsquaregarden.co.uk, where you will find lots of information about the Garden and a history of Nevern Square.  In order to obtain a key you will be required to fill in an application form, produce residence documents and pay a partially refundable key deposit which is currently set at £50.   If, however, you live in one of the other Nevern Square addresses, or in roads adjacent to Nevern Square, we regret that, since use of the Garden has reached its capacity, we are not, at present, considering any more applications from those who would like to become subscribers.
· Membership of the Garden Committee
Currently, the Committee Members are: Alastair Calderwood , Annabel Campigotto, Jonathan Choat, David Elavia, Sandra Estrada, Jose Florido, Lynette Marsh-Smith, Jay Massey, Martyn Probyn  and Roger Yorke. At the AGM Jose Florido and Roger Yorke will resign and stand for re-election, while Sandra Estrada, who was co-opted during the year, now stands for election.
· Financial planning and Garden Levy
The Garden Committee is pleased to recommend that the garden levy and concessionary subscription for the year ending 31 March 2011 remain frozen at the current rates. This will be the 4th year that the levy has stayed at the £34,000 level. At the AGM we shall present for your approval accounts for the year ended this past March 2009, while budgets for this year and next can be found on page (4) of this newsletter. As you will see, we anticipate a modest deficit for the current year and a somewhat larger shortfall for the year beginning in April 2010. We have, however, over the past several years, accumulated reserves for just such eventualities.
· The Garden 
We had a very busy summer in the Garden this year, with lots of members’ activities, parties and barbeques.  Even though our plants are well established, there are some bedding areas – especially those planted with annuals – that are very delicate.  We would appreciate the cooperation of all users in keeping children and dogs away from these beds.
Please do not feed the crows and squirrels, which will take nest eggs and newly hatched young birds, and we do not want to encourage them, or the feral pigeons.
· Children in the Garden
I hope you enjoyed the summer in the Garden as much as we did, and especially those wonderful months of September and October.   If you are new to the Garden, please contact me so that we can register you and your children.  A warm welcome to all the new children – we’ve got a lot of new little ones….  

Most of us remember the fun of swings in our childhoods, but please remember that the Garden swings are for children up to eight years old, not for parents, no matter how much you are tempted!  Please note, too, that the north area of the Garden behind the play area is not a children’s lavatory, and should not be used as such.  It is unpleasant and smelly for the gardeners and a source of complaint from other Garden users.  We know that small children don’t give much notice of when they “have to go”, but the problem can be solved by bringing a portable potty into the Garden for your little ones.  We know, too, that children love to move things around, but please deter yours from putting sand and gravel on the flower beds and onto the grass, where it can cause serious damage to the blades of the mower.   Additionally, please remember that football is not allowed in the Garden because even a plastic ball may hurt someone if it accidentally hits them.  This means, too, that benches and tables should not be moved to be used as goalposts!
Enjoy autumn and winter in the Garden – it can be great fun if wrapped up warmly, and who knows, we may even get to make snowmen again!
Sandra Estrada 07948260356

· Dogs
There still seem to be some dog owners who, mistakenly, think they can take their dogs into the Garden without applying for them to be authorised first.  There is a limit to the number of dogs authorised to be taken into the Garden, and the list is full, with several dogs waiting. To take an unauthorised dog into the Garden is unfair to those who do observe the rules, as well as being a possible health hazard since dogs are not authorised unless all their vaccinations are up to date.  Nor may visiting dogs be taken into the Garden.  Any dog taken into the Garden must wear its special tag on its collar, and other Garden users are quite within their rights to ask to see the individually numbered tag to check that it is an authorised dog and insist that it be taken out if it is not.

Unfortunately, in spite of numerous warnings, a minority of dog owners are still not “picking up” after their dogs in the Garden, in direct contravention of the Dog Rules by which they have agreed to abide.  The resulting mess is most unpleasant for other Garden users, and a health risk to children, several of whom have slipped in it;  its presence shows an utter disregard for other people and other dog owners who do obey the rules.  Nevern Square Garden is one of the few garden squares to allow dogs in, and it would be sad if the selfishness of one or two owners led the Committee to decide to ban dogs altogether.  If you are a guilty party, please mend your ways. 

If you see a dog owner offending, point out their error and get them to pick up!
· Soiling in the Garden

Sadly, we have to point out to some Garden users and their guests (they know who they are) that the area behind the sheds is not a Men’s Lavatory!  Unfortunately it has been used as such during the summer, leaving a nasty smell, making it most unpleasant as well as killing plants.  Need we say more?
·  Cigarette ends: 
In spite of our previous entreaties, some Garden users continue to leave cigarette ends in the Garden.  They are unsightly, offensive to other people and don’t disappear the first time it rains – filter tips take ages to disintegrate. So please – DON’T THROW YOUR CIGARETTE ENDS DOWN IN THE GARDEN!!
  . 
· Events during this year
Back in June the Garden participated, once again, in the London Open Garden Squares Weekend sponsored by the London Parks & Gardens Trust.  We had a very successful weekend, with a total of 366 visitors – a 46% increase over last year (the total for 2008 was 251).  Jose Florido and his friends made a terrific job of organizing and running the event, ensuring that the Garden was absolutely pristine throughout the weekend.  As in previous years, the playing of the Hemingford Saxaphone Quartet on the Sunday afternoon attracted additional visitors and added to the enjoyment of keyholders too.  Nevern Square Garden will be participating in next year’s event scheduled for the weekend of Saturday and Sunday 12 and 13 June 2010.
The film show scheduled for July as part of the Earl’s Court Festival had to be cancelled due to exceptionally high winds on the day.  It is probable that a film will be shown in 2010, but possibly in May or June when the weather might be better.  We hope to give details in the Spring Newsletter.
The Children’s Party for keyholders’ children and their friends on 20 June was a great success even though the weather was not perfect.  More than 75 children, their parents and baby siblings enjoyed the games, and general good fun.  The Committee is grateful to Sandra, the keyholding parents and everyone who helped her for arranging such a good day, which, it is hoped, may be repeated in 2010 and be even better.
· Garden website

The Garden website – www.nevernsquaregarden.co.uk - is a proving to be a useful point of reference for all matters relating to the Garden, including its history; details of the streets which qualify residents to apply to become keyholders; how to apply, the Bye-Laws, the difference between Levy Payers and Subscribers; Key change notices; Garden Newsletters; current and forthcoming events; the Dog Rules; a map of the plants and trees in the Garden; and a periodic note of what is in bloom as well as a route to contact the Committee.  We hope that it will continue to be a valuable method of communication between the Committee and residents.
· Running the Garden
We welcome comments and input from anyone who wishes to share their ideas for the Garden.  The Committee does its best but we can use help so that we can do better. If you would like to get involved in running the Garden, or you can recommend someone who you think is suitable and would be willing, please do get in touch via the website or Lynnette Marsh-Smith or Hilary Parsons, whose contact details are at the end of this newsletter.
· Emergency numbers in case of nuisance
You may find the following telephone numbers useful – though we hope you never have cause to use them.

If you see intruders or trespassers in the Garden, ring the Police on 020 7376 1212 or 020 8246 0621 (ask for the Kensington Control Room).  If you are troubled by excessive noise, call the Council’s 24-hour noise and nuisance line: 020 7361 3483 or 3484.
The Committee looks forward to seeing you at the AGMs.  If you cannot manage to come, you can appoint any Committee Member or another Garden Member to act on your behalf, by filling in the Form of Proxy appended to this letter.  To be valid, forms of proxy must be delivered to Annabel Campigotto by 28 November.  The meeting on 1 December will start promptly at 7.30pm and should finish by about 9.00pm.
On behalf of the Nevern Square Garden Committee


7 November 2009
Roger Yorke, Chairman
Contact addresses:
Lynette Marsh-Smith:       Flat 21, 14-18 Nevern Road SW5 9PH
Via the contact section of the website: www.nevernsquaregarden.co.uk
Key applications: Hilary Parsons, 3 Turneville Road W14 9PS
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Nevern Square Garden

Fiscal year to 31 March 2010 and projections to 31 March 2011

INCOME

Garden Precept, Subscriptians,
Key related revenues, etc

EXPENSES

Regular Gardening and Tree Care

Garden Improverments

Maintenance of Garden Hard Architecture

Administration and other casts

Taxation

Contingency

TOTAL EXPENSES

Surplus/Deficit for year

Forecast
for the fiscal year
to March 2010

£50,350

£19,325

£0,550

£4,000

£15318

£50

£48,243

£4,000

£52.243

1,853

Budget
for the fiscal year
to March 2011

£50,350

£19,850

£10,600

£4,200

£15,300

£75

£60,025

£7,000

£57,025

information, including the level of reserves, is available on request.

96,675
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